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1 Technical design

1.1 Process


>Below is Darron's suggestion for the process of moving content from a
>Web CMS like Drupal to a POD book, via a DTP application like Scribus.
>
>Yesterday we discussed elements of this process in IRC (Maybe someone
>has a log of the chat, they would want to make available.
>
>The outcome of the discussion is that in mid Feb we will start some work
>on testing some XHTML content through the system, but in a non automated
>way, essentially to see how the technology standards work with real content.
>
>This evening Ill try and document where DESIGN of a books content takes
>place in the system and further problems or unresolved areas.
>
>The system goes a little like this
>
>SQL > XML/RPC > XSL > XML

A better breakdown can be as follows:

1. an XML-RPC interface will exist on metamute.org which will accept
queries for "cluster" collections returning the article ids for
a cluster. it will also accept queries for individual articles once
they are known.

2. a user creates a "cluster" online which will be a "book" or
a proto-book, and take note of the cluster details.

3. a desktop tool (written in PHP for rapid development and also
in house knowledge) will query the above interface to fetch
relevant articles with the given cluster details.

4. desktop tool will filter/sanitise article contend and utilise
html tidy etc to create XHTML content for the cluster locally.
Specific hardcoded layout rules will be used when creating the
XHTML, however, we can allow a command line selection if needed.

5. desktop tool will also be advised on how to continue it's
operation, a) whether to write XHTML to disc, else apply a
XSL transform. in the latter case pre supplied transforms may
exist for many output formats, the one to be looked at first
being scribus.

6. scribus is then informed to load in the resultant data.

7. much later the input path may be extended to allow alternate
query interface support rather than just metamute.org. this
can be simple HTTP GET from any website with specific site
demangling code or use other RPC mechanisms.


>or otherwise known as
>
>Schitzoid XML

we have or seem to have decided on using XHTML as internal
intermediary format for data therefore no other XML standard
whether docbook or schitzo is needed, sorry, this is just
XHTML simon :-)

BTW, i have done some investigation into scribus XML and although
it appears to be XML there is some debate on it's validity
as it doesn't adhere to all XML standards. this should be
no problem for us as we will create it rather than parse it.

when creating the XSL there would need to be some verbose
content which is best generated by scribus itself. the way
i would tackle this is to create an empty template for one
of each page in scribus that is unique then extract them
individually. if that becomes laborious, we may also need
to code a tool to automatically extract template details
from a blank document.

Page 2 of 2

